
IN THIS ISSUE:

 -PREZ SAYS-
-SPRING CONFERENCE-

-AK READS UPDATE-
-LEGISLATIVE UPDATES-

-UAA PROGRAM-

The ASPA
Review

CHAT WITH USVOL. IVFEBRUARY 2024

@ak_school_psych www.akschoolpsych.org

PREZ SAYS
Wow it’s the last day of February.
And also - WOW, it’s finally the last day of February. This always feels like the
shortest and longest month.  February can be fun because of the NASP
Convention! How many of our wonderful Alaska School psychologists were able
to attend? I know I saw quite a few of you in the exhibit hall!!

Speaking of the NASP Convention in New Orleans, LA, I want to share a
reflection of my experience at the RLM (Regional Leadership Meetings)
sessions held for state leaders. For the second year, the opportunity to share
and learn with other leaders across the country has helped with identifying
how to support the state association (and thereby, you!). Our president-elect,
Kali Davis, and NASP Delegate, Hilary Turner, also attended the RLM sessions
with me and we found ourselves having many productive conversations
understanding how better to support our Alaskan school psychologists, other
mental health professionals, and our great communities. 

We have identified that our initial steps will be updating our charter, goals and
objectives, and re-aligning our mission/vision to enhance your roles across the
state. Please look to attending our working lunch on Friday, April 5th during
our Spring Conference, as we are inviting YOU to a listening session! We want
to hear from you so please join us. 

I’m keeping this month’s ‘Prez says’ short - just like this month! 

ASHLEY DOSS, PHD, LP, NCSP

ASPA PRESIDENT
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Spring 2024 Conference
Today is the final day to submit a potential
speaker for our Spring 2024 Conference! We
want to hear from you - those in the state,
who are dedicated professionals. If you have
a topic you’re passionate about and
interested in a half day presentation, please
complete this form.

Community partners! If you provide a local
service and would like to share, please email
us at aspa.elections@gmail.com. 

AK READS

AK Reads pertains to our Kindergarten through 3rd
grade students. As we move into the Spring teacher

recommendations, we want to acknowledge that
this act requires schools to consider retention if

students are not proficient. 

Please consider advocating for other alternatives,
such as promotion plus, to retention and providing
appropriate education to all. For more information
from NASP, please review their position statement

that includes a white paper and resources.
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Legislative Updates
We continue to have dedicated Board members who are tracking the current
legislative bills and have noticed a trend in recent potentially harmful bills. 

For a comprehensive update, see this page for continued updates regarding these
pieces of legislation pertaining to education, mental health in the schools, and the
use of school psychologists.

APA is seeking feedback from psychologists, master’s degreed professionals,
students, and the wider community on its current Model Act for State Licensure of
Psychologists. The current update specifically pertains to those with a master’s
degree in health service psychology and does include the opportunity to work in
schools. Please consider leaving a comment, as this does not align with NASP’s
standards and could potentially be harmful to school psychologists.

https://www.instagram.com/ak_school_psych/
http://www.akschoolpsych.org/open-positions-descriptions/open-positions-descriptions
http://www.akschoolpsych.org/open-positions-descriptions/open-positions-descriptions
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1TxW42UPFbDO8a4ZzpWvIXr5lNIVwA0HrclBgJioqWk0/edit?usp=sharing
https://apps.apa.org/APACommentingPortal/CommentSite?SiteNum=119

