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Welcome Back!

Hello!

| want to first start by acknowledging that the ASPA newsletter
quietly disappeared in February - slowly but surely (or suddenly), |
became relatively overwhelmed with many things and stopped
these updates. | promise it was not intentional and | worked with a
communications expert to try and improve my ability to be on-
time with these newsletters! So that is one of my goals this
coming year.

Later in this newsletter is a brief summary of our Board updates -
we met as a team in July and discussed annual goals, updated our
Bylaws, and more. Please check that out if you are interested.

As we all get back into the swing of the school year, | encourage
everyone to reflect what their goals are for the school year -
individually, personally, professionally, and on the teams you serve.
How do you plan to achieve those? Goals can sometimes be
helpful, and other times overwhelming. So please be mindful you
don’t put too much on your plate.

Finally, I want to conclude with highlighting a few things of the
upcoming year: namely, our upcoming conference in October. While
we are working with a limited budget, we are excited to share our
lineup and bring you a full 2 days of trainings that will enhance
your career as a school psychologist.

We are so grateful for our members and thank all of you for your
encouragement and participation!
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Reminders

Don’t forget the upcoming conference this
October. It will be held at the BP Energy
Center in Anchorage, AK.

We will be offering virtual and in-person
attendance. While most of our speaker line
up hasn’t changed, we are still looking for
presenters. If interested, please complete
this_form.

Upcoming

e Suicide Prevention Month
e ASPA Conference October 17 & 18

e National School Psychologist Week


https://forms.gle/bGmPXFyGzKNrF6Bs6

Legislative Chair

General Election Information

Voter Registration for the November presidential election is Oct. 6, 2024. The general election will be held on

November 5, 2024.
-Find out if you are registered to vote here.
-Click here to register if you are not.

-If you anticipate you will not be able to make it to the polls on election day, apply for an absentee ballot here.

-Find out where to vote on election night here.

Ethics

What to do when students transfer to your
school district with questionable special
education eligibility.

As we start the new year, we are receiving
paperwork from all over the country and
sometimes the world. Sometimes we receive
unicorns where the documents align perfectly
with our district and state policies. However, it
might seem that more often than not we are left
scratching our heads as to how to move forward:
In these cases, remember the following:

e The student has a right to services because of

being classified as disabled and in need of
special education services, however, the
need for a reevaluation to classify or deny
special education eligibility in our state is
self-evident.

e We cannot deny the student's due process
rights. The student's IEP was provided for a
reason, and the previous team had
justification for qualifying for specially
designed instruction

e Conducting an evaluation is always suggested
if only to err on the side of caution, and again
to ensure that the student's and parent's
rights are properly recognized.
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Conference

Our annual conference is this October! Virtual and
in-person registration is available.
Location: BP Energy Center, Anchorage, AK
When: October 17 & 18
Time: 8:30am-4pm
To Register:
2-Day In-person Member (Membership MUST be

current):
https://checkout.square.site/buy/44QN3YDBMTOGHRF
62N2Y4HYM

2-Day In-Person Nonmember:
https://checkout.square.site/buy/AK6XXHEZBKCAS5U2
Y7RB2XMJN

2-Day Virtual Member (Membership MUST be
current):
https://checkout.square.site/buy/ZDSOLD5PNBCAQQ2
CAHYLZQY2

2-Day Virtual Nonmember:

https://checkout.square.site/buy/FBUTLX6GHJQMG57
4)BZH655W
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Board Updates

Our ASPA Board met as a team at the end of
July and discussed a fair number of items.
Some of our ASPA members attended RLM
(Regional Leadership Meetings) during the
NASP 2024 Convention and we took this
opportunity to share all the information was
learned, including that our bylaws should be
updated regularly. Those are now completed
and you can find the new Bylaws by following
the hyperlink. Additionally, we had a new
Chair member to celebrate: Josh Brown. A
school psychologist working for the Anchorage
School District, Josh is now our Legislative
Chair. So please look for regular legal updates.
Josh would like to focus on getting the state’s
OHI qualifications updated so school
psychologists in this state can properly identify
students in need. If you would like to
participate in this goal, please email us at
aspa.elections@gmail.com.

Finally, the ASPA Board agreed on our overall
goals for the year and tasks needed to
accomplish these. Our primary goal is
increasing membership involvement and
participation. To do this, we want to encourage
everyone to provide feedback on things they
would like to see from us, how we can support
our school psychologists more, and what
interests you. Please drop us a line by emailing
us at aspa.elections@gmail.com or completing
this google form. We look forward to hearing
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NASP Corner

Hilary’'s term is coming to an
end and NASP is looking for a
new delegate! While we are
sad to see her term end, we
are excited to invite new
people to the fold. If you're
Interested in serving on our
team as the NASP delegate,
or know someone who would
be a great candidate, please
consider nominating them by
emailing Wendy Price at
pricewendyl@gmail.com
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mailto:pricewendyl@gmail.com
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1h0sEN7nAshJ4FHCCo0__P8J5y7ossfxA/view?usp=sharing
https://forms.gle/ZjSttTP3pq3wb8Z46

Membership Info

Don’t forget to renew
your membership!

If you're new, or it has
expired, we would love
to see you back:
Renew Now!

Suicide Prevention Month

September is Suicide
Prevention Month. For
resources, toolkits, and
more, consider utilizing
the following resources:
« NASP
e Suicide Prevention
Toolkit by SAMHSA
e Suicide Prevention
Resources Center

UAA Updates

Some exciting news about the UAA Master of
Science in School Psychology - Specialist
program! The program was officially approved
through the UA Board of Regents in May 2024
with an anticipated first cohort starting Fall
2025.

The program just hired a new faculty member,
Dr. Anastasiia lun who completed her Ph.D. in
School Psychology from the University of Boston
and a post-doc at Children’s Nebraska Hospital.
She is originally from Kyrgyzstan and will bring a
wealth of knowledge from her international work
related to school psychology. The program is also
hiring two additional school psychology faculty to
start in Fall 2025. The Term Assistant Professor
job is posted on the UA Jobs, the second tenure-
track Open Rank position will be posted soon.

For more information about the program visit the
recently released program website or register to
join a monthly information session the third
Wednesday of every month (register HERE).
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